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Well, Clipston certainly knows how to come
out of a pandemic with a bang! The Bulls
Head is alive with the sound of happy chatter,
clinking glass and the smell of delicious
schwarma, the churchyard and Haddon

Fields are becoming more and more havens
for wildlife and the festival is scheduled for
September. The school is getting a makeover,
the tennis club is competing in real live
competitions and the remarkable Clipston
Quilt has even made it onto the BBC.

Our village continues to delight and impress
and the Courier is here to bring as much of it
as possible to your doors. As we welcome new
editor Liz Clarke to our committee, we very
much hope you enjoy the June edition, and
relish the lifting of restrictions so we can once
again participate in all the wonderful activities
and amenities available in Clipston.!
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The Clipston Festival Is Back -
4 September 2021

At last, only a year and a few months late, the much anticipated and longed-for
Clipston Festival is back to truly make us feel like life is slowly going back to some
sort of normal. Remember that last festival? Hot sun, great music, amazing food
and happy, summer vibes! Bring it on...

Hopefully, the weather will be kind and we can enjoy a leisurely lie in the grass
listening to Clipston’s talented musicians, eating, drinking and being merry, trying
our hands at a devilishly hard quiz, singing our favourite songs and dancing to
our local bands, as well as, of course, being with friends and family. The afternoon
will see various village organisations putting on money-making activities and the
Clipston Covid Quilt will be presented by a celeb... Who will they get? There'll

be a cake competition where everyone can vote and hopefully have a taste,

and a bouncy castle, face painting, hair braiding, and the ever popular races for
the children. There may even be a CADs solo performance too, (arm-twisting in
progress). And of course, there will be cream teas and ice cream (provided by
Stepping Stones) and food (from the brilliant Cape Lekker Food Van ) and a bar.
Looking forward to seeing you there! If you know anyone who would like a stall or
would like to perform please email clipstonplayingfields@gmail.com

Image by Robert Leveritt©

Monday 28th June 7.30pm in the
Bulls Head - Volunteers, we need you!

Festival
Helpers
Meeting

Join in the fun; give us your festival ideas and sign up for
before, during or after the event for all sorts of helping
activities. Thankyou. Or contact

Nikki Bugla, Lucy Mayer or Julia Blake

The editors would like to make it clear that the views expressed in any article contained in these pages do not necessarily represent their own views or those of any advertisers.



Beautiful Displays From The Flower Club

Hello Clipston.

Flower Club is sadly still on hold like many other clubs.

As the situation improves and the village hall opens up, we
hope to be up and running again and ready to welcome back
our members and guests. This year is the 20th anniversary
of the club and we have a very special event planned for
October to celebrate. We will be welcoming national

Following on from the last edition of the Courier we would
like to share our proposals for the wildlife area in the
churchyard: In order to maximise opportunities for plants and
animals to thrive, the churchyard be divided into 3 areas:

Area A to the south —To retain as an area of permanent

close-mown grass.

Area B to the east and north — To maintain this as an area
of permanent short grass which is valuable for low-growing
species such as mouse-ear hawkweed, self-heal or hoary
plantain. Grass to be cut every 2-3 weeks allowing for

adjustments to ensure that
important species are able to
flower and seed.

Area C to the west -

To remain an area of
permanent long grass to
provide shelter, food and
overwintering sites for
invertebrates and other small
animals such as frogs, lizards,
field voles, etc. The area
proposed has mainly very

old graves and houses the
compost heap and fallen stick
store which already provide
habitats for creatures. To
prevent scrub invasion this
area should be sub-divided
into three sections with a

demonstrator, Lorena
Dyer, an exceptionally
talented demonstrator
and speaker. Numbers
permitting, tickets for this
not to be missed event will
be available.

More on this at a later
date. Meanwhile, some
photos of some of the
past club events, including
the first prize completion
entry and a recent
demonstration evening.

Linda Warren

different section being cut in autumn each year in rotation. Cuttings
should be removed. Two benches to be provided, one in or adjacent

to area C. Ideally we hope to get sponsorship for these from local
people. A small water feature be constructed within area C as habitat
for aquatic creatures, and information boards be installed to let people
know what we are doing. Bat boxes are already in place and we hope to
erect bird boxes at strategic points as well.

The village will be invited to comment on the proposals and get
involved in the planning and construction process. In particular we
would like to have input from the school, Friends of Haddon Fields, and
local naturalists whether amateur
The or professional. An early part of
Old Rectory  the project will require a detailed
professional survey, recording
what plants and animals are
there now.
This will act as a baseline from
which we can manage progress
over time. It is hoped to be able
to start on the project by spring
2022. Costs should be minimal
especially if we can organise a
team of people to manage and
work on the site. Grants are
available should major costs be
incurred and as stated, it is hoped
to be able to attract sponsorship
for some of the features.

Steve Carpenter
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The new outdoor spaces at The Bulls Head have given
Clipston a real boost this spring — and it's only going to
get better...

The ups and downs of the last year have certainly tested
Steve and Helen to the limit, but still they kept going!

We'll all look back and remember the takeaways, Steve’s
legendary Facebook Live quiz, the masks, the bubbles of
six, and the outdoor drinking in sub-zero temperatures.

But now, light is finally at the end of the tunnel and we're
looking forward to the ditching of restrictions from late June
when we can finally put all this behind us. Hurrah!

Forced into going al fresco from mid-April, the pub now
boasts an impressively revamped outdoor space as well

as a brand new street food shack, serving delicious freshly
prepared shawarma, which will continue to be hugely popular
long after Covid 19 is a distant memory.

“We probably needed a bit of a kick up the bum to change
things a bit,” says Steve “and we are hugely grateful to our
son-in-law, Ed (who designed and built the new outdoor area),
and the help we got from Chris Partridge, Chris Slaughter and
Nick Smith to make it happen. Thanks so much, guys.”

The new street food menu has already been a huge hit,
inspired by Steve’s admiration of the way the Israelis dealt
with the pandemic.

CLIPSTOM D
WELCOMES Y
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“They really nailed the vaccine programme, and it just got me
thinking about Israeli food. | bought a cookbook from Amazon,
and shawarma just leapt out at me — it ticked all the boxes. A bit
different, easy to make in the shack, perfect for outdoor dining —
and most importantly it tastes good!”

The summer ahead looks set to be a good one, and the pub can't
wait to get back to normal again. “We're so looking forward to
the future and welcoming everyone back properly. We've had so
much support and we again want to say an enormous heartfelt
thank you to the whole village. You've honestly been amazing.”

In celebration of the lifting of restrictions, Steve and Helen are
planning a big party with live music as soon as they are allowed to.
Watch this space, Clipston — this will be one party nobody should
miss!

Liz Davies

Visit Clipston village website at www.clipston.org




In early May, we were treated to an act of friendship that went beyond words alone.
Jim Tyson shares how he and Stephen Woodgate kindly offered the village the
opportunity to plant sunflower seeds in our front and back gardens via the village
Facebook page —This act of kindness, will undoubtedly beautify our environs and
add a sprinkling of joy through the summer months.

“The inspiration for this project for Clipston

LET'S FILL CLIPSTON WITH came from a similar idea that appeared on the

SUNFLOWERS! Naseby Facebook page. Filled with enthusiasm,
Soorly & R Insinmiang SIESETE I shared the proposal with Stephen Woodgate and
Happy planting and ‘. ' his response was ‘another project for the seniors in

the village’ but agreed it was something we should do.
So, after ordering over 600 seeds (4 different varieties) and
i Tyson | Stephen Woodgate  May 2021 100 little yellow packets, making the labels and printing the

planting instructions, we were ready, over the course of

S several hours, to put everything together.

We had four distribution locations around the village where folks could pick their ‘FREE’, yes,
‘FREE’, packets of seeds from (lots of folks were offering a donation but we insisted that none
was required). Within five days all the 100 packets of seeds were gone! So, we are both looking
forward to seeing lots of sunflowers around Clipston from late July until possibly October.
Happy planting and thank you for taking part.”

thank you for taking
part. :

Jim Tyson and Stephen Woodgate

Canine Partners

Introducing Fred Ferret

Fred Ferret is a book for young children, about a ferret who escapes from his pen I have no current information

and sets out on an adventure. He meets other animals and makes an extraordinary
friendship. The author is Elizabeth Swain, better known in Clipston, where she grew
up, as Buff Stanton. The older residents of the village will remember her riding her
pony through the village, the afternoon teas at “The Limes"” in aid of the church, her
being a "Brownie”, then in the Young Farmers Club.

She was married in the village church, her first son was christened there and

the second confirmed there and she still remains very attached to the village.

As Elizabeth herself says “children had such freedom in those days” and it is this
freedom and her life growing up in Clipston that inspired her thoughts for Fred
Ferret. She now hopes the younger members of the village and their friends will
enjoy reading Fred Ferret, which is available direct from the publishers — Pegasus
Elliot Mackenzie Publishers Ltd, or W H Smith, Waterstones and Amazon.

Fred
Ferret

Elizabeth Swain / })
. |
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about our new dog, Todd, as Covid
restrictions meant all training had to
stop for some time and is still not back
to full capacity. Our puppy parents
are working hard to give extra home
training for longer than normal — it is

a tremendous commitment to their
puppies and the charity. | hope to have
his progress report for the next edition
of the Courier. | am not restarting

the monthly coffee mornings but

am instead raising funds for Canine
Partners by recycling various items:

PRINTER CARTRIDGES - please put
through my front door (2 Weskers
Close) or ring 525746 (please leave
name and number on answer machine
and I'll ring you back). | have a list of
the ones they accept — but sorry, no
toner, laser and compatible cartridges.

OLD JEWELLERY AND WATCHES -
any condition — again as above.

USED POSTAGE STAMPS - thank you
to everyone who already collects these
for us — keep going, please. Thank you,
everyone, for your continued support.

Best wishes — Jill

Visit Clipston village website at www.clipston.org




Clipston Village Hall Is Back Open (And Covid Secure)!

After 14 months of closure, we were pleased to reopen We are also still looking for a new treasurer and others to join our

as a polling station on 6th May and for bookings on the management committee. If you are interested in any of the above,

17th May. In preparation, the hall was professionally deep  please contact Faye or other member of the committee for more details.
cleaned and crockery dishwashered to ensure everything
was hygienically clean for reopening. A one-way system

O VM whatson
on how to use the space responsibly ensuring the venue Whats On

Faye Tan - 525275

remains covid secure. Furth.e.r details .including our risk Tuesdays 9-11am Fayrea e T e

assessment and covid conditions of hire can be found

at www.clipston.org. Whilst we navigate the remaining Wednesdays Community Café run by Rev'd Miranda
restrictions, Faye will handle all booking enquiries with 8.30-10.30am

Grace taking the reins when things return to normal. Thursdays 9-10am FLOW Yoga and Pilates Class with Danni
You can reach Faye on 525275 or

faye@oldrectory.uk.net. Future Dates

We would like to re-establish a once-a-month Saturday Village Hall AGM - residents are welcome
morning café at the village hall (from September, Wed 7th July 2pm | to attend and stand for election to the
restrictions allowing) as an opportunity for socialising, management committee

table-top sales and to raise funds for the refurbishment
of the hall. We need at least 4 people for each session and
want to limit people’s commitment to 2 or 3 times a year
so we're looking for about 20 volunteers to join the rota.

Sun 28th November | Village Hall - CADs Murder Mystery Night

Sun 5th December Pantomime — more details in the next issue

Village Panto

He's behind you! Oh no he isn't...
Oh yes he is! At time of writing it's just rained! As you walk around you'll see this was desperately
Restrictions allowing, the village hall needed. Grass has not been growing as it usually does in the spring which means
committee is hoping to welcome that cattle have only just been turned out and fresh grass was getting short for the
you back for a traditional family many ewes and lambs. Winter cereals planted last autumn don’t look too bad but the
pantomime on Sunday 5th December spring-sown crops have either not germinated or look very sad. Some moisture

2021. We hope to have a matinee should help.

and early evening performance so
please save the date and we will have
more information for you in the next
edition...

The cold, dry weather here and adverse weather affecting cereal crops in the US
and Ukraine amongst other countries is contributing to a rapid rise in grain prices
now and for next harvest. Expect your bread and beer to get more expensive! The
post-Brexit trade arrangements
are still causing difficulties for food
exports. 9o% of UK lamb exports
go into the EU and hopefully
things will become clearer and
easier otherwise UK sheep farmers |

Kelmarsh Wind Farm Community Benefit could well be facing lower prices.
Fund Grants have been approved to help Could be good news for the
develop the Village Hall Cafe and tennis BBQ season though! It's forever
coaching for young people throughout the interesting to me how our local
summer, organised by the Clipston Tennis surrounding farming is so affected
Club. Thank you to Rob Davidson for his by world events. Listening to the
work in his 3 years as a KWCB trustee for radio on first bank holiday Monday
Clipston. Rob has retired from thisroleand ~ there seemed to be endless

lan May has been elected in his place. concern about the rain spoiling the
Please contact me or lan if you have any holiday and not a word about the
ideas as an individual or as part of an benefits the rain brings. It raises
organisation for any charitable projects. the issue again about whether it
We can help put the application together matters that, in general, people
for you. Clipston will have another £7,000 have become somewhat removed

available next March and there’s still money  from how and where our food is
in our share of the fund from previous years.  produced.

Andy Blake Andy Blake
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LIVE IN CONCERT

7.30°™ Saturday 3" Ju

All Saints Church, Clipston

e ——

HRIS BLAKE - PIANO
:um BEBB — VIOLIN/VIOLA

MARTIN BURRELL - CLARINET.
RICHARD KING - SAXOPHONE

N
They're back!
performing solos, due
Bach, Bruch, Richard
Gershwin and Tchaik
exciting programme
informative chat anc

Tickets - £15
available from Alan Skinner
1. 01858525237

Mtnﬂﬁﬂﬂmm“\:.ﬂ :

Chris Blake And Friends Make
A Welcome Return To Clipston!

Originally planned for March 2020, it was the first event in the village to be
halted due to the pandemic. The postponement to November 2020 went
ahead as a virtual concert, delivered as a ‘YouTube premier’ with more than
100 homes all watching at the same time as Chris and Ruth performed from
their own homes in Ireland. We are delighted to finally be able to welcome
them back to the village in person, for one of the first events since the lifting
of restrictions.

The event will run in accordance with prevailing government guidelines and
the audience capacity is expected to be limited so please secure your tickets
early to avoid disappointment. Tickets are available from Alan Skinner on
525237.

We plan to record the concert and compile a video to watch at home for
those who are unable to make it on the night. Copies of the November
2020 concert are also available. To register your interest in purchasing a
digital video file, please email faye@oldrectory.uk.net. If you would like
to sample Chris’ musical talents and receive a weekly video taster, you are

3 _ _ invited to join our WhatsApp group —send a message to Faye on
This event will operate in accariane o 07725 427311 to be added to the group and join/leave at any time.

Stepping Stones Pre-school has had a busy
few weeks and we have also welcomed some
new children to our lovely setting. Over the
last few weeks the children have enjoyed
warmer weather at Forest School, where they
have been chalk painting, making dens, bug
hunting and also planting three new donated
saplings. At the setting we created Easter art
and craft among many other fun activities,
and we have also had a special new arrival —
five tiny caterpillars which we will look after
until they hatch into butterflies.

We are also pleased to announce that a fantastic fundraising matinee
concert will take place on July 3rd to raise money for Stepping Stones
and Clipston Recreation Field Trust. This matinee performance will

be aimed at families with children up to the age of around 10 and
promises to be a fun, interactive musical event — a perfect introduction
to classical music in a relaxed atmosphere. Please see our poster right
for more information. For tickets please email
preschooli@clipston.northants.sch.uk.

ER '
- RECREATIDN FIE,LPE)STDN
al for fomjlies with children 0ge up to 10
Live, f y
un, rformances

usicians,

Interactiye pe
from Gccomplisheg m
includi ng children's musi

C specialist
Morgarety Burreli g o

Ccordign

Our matinee performance has been kindly organised by the
performers of a separate evening concert taking place on the
evening of July 3rd at the church — for details and tickets of the
evening performance please contact Alan Skinner at

child or £2g family ticket
alanandanne.skinner@gmail.com.

CComponjey,

Children muszt be g

We provide a fun, supportive, learning environment which helps
prepare children for school. If you are interested in your child
starting at Stepping Stones Pre-school we have spaces available
from September 2021. See our website for more information
www.steppingstonesclipston.co.uk:

Telephone: 01858 525113 or E-mail: preschooli@clipston.
northants.sch.uk
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All Saints’ Church Clock

I wonder how many people give thought to the
workings of our wonderful church clock. It has
been a feature for nearly 200 years and | was
delighted when | was invited to climb the clock
tower to see how it all works for myself.

David Wilford from Church St. has been looking
after the clock for the past few years and before
that Arthur Butlin from Harborough Road kept
the clock going for a number of years.
The clock was installed in 1884 and only
5 people have looked after it since then.
All their names are written on the clock
housing. The clock itself is housed in

a wooden box with a pitched roof to
protect it from damp and especially
from pigeons who like to roost there.

Hopefully, this summer will be a time of increasing
freedom as we emerge from months of restrictions
and lockdowns. How will we feel about that, |
wonder? Will some of us remain fearful of the
world beyond our front rooms? | think that almost
certainly some will, having become so accustomed
to limitations that they may feel uncomfortable or
anxious without them. The complicated regulations
have meant that it has sometimes been easier not
to do things, rather than try and work out whether
we are, in fact, allowed to do them. How important
it will be to support one another as we begin to
venture out, to push at boundaries that we would
once have thought unimaginably restrictive, to do
things that we would once have taken for granted,
but now seem like mountains to climb. Hopefully,
. the weather will be a help but lots of us will need the
support of family, friends and neighbours to build
up our confidence. Clipston has been wonderful at
reaching out to one another in these difficult times,
and | am sure this will continue, that we will notice
those who are isolated, fearful, or anxious and offer
them our love and care.

The mechanism is a traditional tower
clock made by Gillett and Son of
Croydon in Surrey. The company is still
operating and their mechanisms can
be found in many prestigious buildings
around the world. It is based on a
cast-iron frame and is a masterpiece
of English over-engineering in brass

and steel. All Saints’ Church will be opening up for worship

and activities, so do keep an eye open for what is
going on. It has been alongtime, and we would
love to see you again - or even for the first time!
With every blessing on you all as we continue our
walk into God's future, a challenging future, yes, but
a future full of promise, opportunity, and new life.

There are large cogs and a massive
escape mechanism and as you

can imagine it exudes a sense of
quiet stateliness. That is until the
striking mechanism clicks in when
the sound of the clock bell fills the
little chamber. Miranda

Save The Date

Afternoon and evening concerts —

July 3rd Chris Blake

July 7th Village Hall AGM

Sept 4th Clipston Festival

Sept12th | Haddon Fields Field Centre opens

Sept 26th | Clipston Trail Run

Dec 5th Pantomime

Friendship Club

Hello, everyone. Your committee is keeping a
close eye on the situation at the village hall and
will be in touch as soon as we have more news.

Until comparatively recently it was necessary to wind the clock manually every
week but now thankfully an electric motor has been installed to ensure that the
clock doesn't stop. However, as David pointed out, when we have a power cut of
more than a minute or so, he has to go up there and start it up again!

As mentioned in the previous Courier, work is urgently needed to the church
spire and provided we can afford it, we would like to refurbish the clock faces

at the same time. So, the next time you hear the church clock chiming give a
thought to our Victorian clockmakers and David who looks after it. Jill

Steve Carpenter - Chuchwarden
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Friends Of Haddon Fields

It's great to see the sheep and lambs back in Haddon Fields this
spring and many thanks to all the dog owners who have kept

their dogs on a lead; particularly important with young lambs
gambolling around the fields. It's lovely to see the field centre
being used by people in the village now that some of the Covid
restrictions are easing. If you would like to use it for an event please
let me know!

We are working with the Woodland Trust to set aside the corner

of the field near to the field centre so that it can return to a more
natural, wild habitat. It will be fenced (with a gateway to prevent
sheep grazing). Among other ideas, we hope to establish beetle
banks, bug hotels and other features to encourage wildlife and
increase biodiversity. Being close to the field centre will allow some
studies, such as surveying, to take place on a regular basis. Friends
of Haddon Fields would welcome more volunteers to join the

small group of ‘Friends’ with the jobs that need doing. Some of the
regular jobs include;

Trimming vegetation and laying bark pathways
Removal of plastic guards as the trees mature

Improving biodiversity by building beetle banks, bug hotels,
bird boxes

Maintenance of the field centre - treating the wood
Helping with educational activities or workshops

If you would you like to volunteer, please get in touch with me.
Please put Sunday September 12th in your diary! With fingers
firmly crossed that we will be back to something like ‘normal’, we
will be holding an afternoon of events highlighting all the activities
in Haddon Fields, led by Jules Howard and team. The field centre
will also be formally ‘opened’! Look out for more details on posters
around the village and on the Clipston Facebook page.

Stephen Woodgate 07909 535966

Clipston Tennis Club Joins Local League

By the time you read this a couple of As you can see, our first match against Burton Latimer (the village, not the
exciting new initiatives will already be names of our opponents!) ended in a 3-5 defeat. Both Clipston pairings,

up and running, alongside our regular Jack Balderson & Peter Hartley, and John Tilbrook & Martin Clarke did
Tuesday evening club nights. First of their best but were just not good enough on the night! An enjoyable, albeit
all we now have professional coaching slightly frustrating, evening. Onward and upward! I'm sure you will be
available both for adults and juniors. wishing us all the best and I'm equally sure we will need it!

For further details please contact Laura
on 0776 655 7122. Secondly, after a
gap of more than 15 years, Clipston has
entered teams into the East Northants
League in both the men’s and mixed Wednesday 5th May . Burton Latimer Men'’s 3-5
categories (unfortunately our pool of Friday 14th May . Earls Barton Men’s 0-8
players was too small to enter a team
in the women's section — hopefully
next season?). The teams are captained
by John Tilbrook and Jack Balderson Friday 4thJune : Thrapston B Men's
respectively with matches consisting of Wl EW 25th June . Ferrers & Rushden Men's
2 pairs playing both their opposing pairs
over 2 sets. Most home matches will

take place on Wednesdays (a couple on
Fridays) : Wednesday 28th July . Oundle Mixed

Martin Clarke

Day Date Opponent Format | Result

Wednesday 19th May . Kettering C Men's 0-8

Wednesday 26th May . Desborough Men's 3-5

Wednesday 3oth June . Kettering C Mixed

Wednesday 14th July . Finedon Mixed
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Clipston Quilt Makes BBC News

As reported in the last Courier, talented
residents have joined together to create
a really quite remarkable piece of art to
remember the ‘Year that was Covid'!
Itis now finished and looks truly amazing.
Full of creativity, fun and meaning,
there are lots of dog walkers, rainbows,
beautiful countryside scenes, and even
one depicting the delicious takeaways
from the Bulls Head. Each square is
totally unique providing a wonderful
memory of the past year that we will
enjoy and reflect on for a long time to
come. The quilt has been constructed
in two parts each with 32 squares and it
was quite some challenge putting
together the 64 squares, especially on

a windy day in April. There is also an

additional square, too heavy to incorporate in

the quilt itself but displayed alongside. We will be
displaying it at the festival in September and it

will have a home in the Orbell room along with an
album which tells you who did which square and
the motivation and meaning behind it. This info
will also be on the village website. Excitingly, East
Midlands Today picked up on the news story and
Christina was interviewed, explaining how each
square was clearly made with ‘love, thought and
effort’. The first opportunity to see it is on Saturday
26th June 11-12pm . Revd Miranda Hayes will be
giving thanks for this community project and there
will be the opportunity to take a look over a cup of
coffee in the Orbell room.

Come and spot your square and marvel at those by
others. We do hope that you enjoy it.

Christina, Ruth, Linda and Rosemary.

The CRFT continues to appreciate your support in funding the ongoing
maintenance of the recreation field and pavilion. Thanks to Lucy
Mayer for organising work on the plumbing and electrics which have
now been updated. We hope to do significant work in the young
children’s play area as the ground continues to become more uneven
from moles, the weather and lots of use and we will be planning what

needs to be done over the next few weeks.

Key to our fundraising is the 100 Club. Here are the recent winners:

ast Prize (£100) 2nd Prize (£50)

January 21 Marsha Day Beth Wakefield

3rd Prize (£25)

Cara Bolton

February 21 | Moira Willey Dave Wilford

Hannah Eveleigh

March 21 Jim Tyson Trish Towers

Peter Hartley

The Clipston Festival and Chris Blake concerts are covered
elsewhere in the Courier. The other main event we are involved
in is the Clipston Trail Run which we hope will take place

on Sunday 26th September. We will be following the same
course and have individual timing so that we can again have a
staggered start. There’s lots of interest in trail runs following
the lockdowns so enter soon to avoid disappointment!

Here's the web link -

https://raceharborough.co.uk/clipston-trail-half/.
This year Stepping Stones will be joining CRFT and Clipston WI
in the organisation.

Andy Blake - Chairman CRFT
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Clipston Profile: Christina Faull

Christina Faull has lived in Clipston with her family for 16 years and is a doctor | would sometimes start work at 8am on
specialising in palliative care. She works at the LOROS hospice in Glenfield, Leicester,  Friday, and finish at 6pm Monday, having
which put her right on the frontline in the spring of 2020. had possibly no sleep in that time,” she

remembers. Describing this as ‘hard’ seems
woefully inadequate, although many people
would consider her later specialism in palliative
care to be even harder. Her decision to move
into this area was partly because it combined
her interest in both the psychological and
physical aspects of medicine, but also because
she felt very strongly that she wanted to help
people in those very hard months and weeks
before they die. When | asked how she deals
with this, she talks about being pretty good

at intellectualising things and reflecting on

her work without getting too emotionally
involved. “I've requested counselling at certain
points,” (which is offered to all doctors) “but
mostly it's about having my own strategies

for coping with things”. She admits it does
sometimes get to her though; “There are some
people who do stay with you.”

She talked to me about her journey into her chosen career, her experience of Covid
19 and how she copes with the emotional challenges of her job.

Over the last year, Covid 19 has presented
even more challenges. Having moved more
into training and research, Christina was
required to return to the ward in March 2020
to help with the pandemic (40% of her hospice
colleagues contracted Covid 19, leading to
staff shortages). “The biggest impact was not
being able to allow visitors” she says.

"It was difficult getting used to the PPE and
new procedures, but for us doing a good job
means doing it well for the family, so that bit
was really tough.” They did their best though
- use of iPads and even staff phones were
employed to ensure that patients could keep in
touch with their friends and family.

Making a difference is incredibly important to
Christina, both as a doctor and in other areas
of her life. She enjoys community work and
has recently got involved with the Clipston
WI. Early in 2021, (inspired by her recollection
of HIV quilts which were made during the
AIDS epidemic of the 1980s) she set about
galvanising the residents of Clipston to record
their thoughts and experiences of Covid by
creating a quilt of individually-made squares
(see page 9). It was a cathartic thing for

Christina Faull

“When | was about eight, | used to watch my dad doing operations on sheep,”
Christina says, recalling her childhood growing up on the Wirral. “He was a teaching
vet and sometimes took me to work with him. He was always encouraging me to
ask the question why?” These early experiences fostered a love of science, which
eventually led to her studying medicine at Newcastle University.

Soon after qualifying as a doctor, she spent 18 months working in New Zealand, villagers, but I'm guessing it was cathartic for
followed by a stint at a missionary hospital in Papua New Guinea. “A lot of the work Christina herself too. Her idea has helped to

was completely terrifying,” she remembers, referring to her experience as a flying create a tangible collection of memories from
doctor, treating tribal people who had very little contact with the outside world. this time, which will be a little piece of history

for villagers of the future. It must be said that
in whatever she does, Christina Faull proves
herself to be quite a remarkable woman.

“l wasn't familiar with a lot of the illnesses, so had to look things up in a book to see
if | could do it, knowing that if | didn't help them, they'd die anyway. | felt completely
useless, but | learned a lot.”

Returning to Newcastle, she threw herself into the gruelling schedule of a junior Liz Davies

doctor, working punishing hours on the wards.
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Battersea Dogs’ Home Founder Has Clipston Connection

While researching a non-fiction book about dogs, | came across a rather

mﬂl “nlg FOR LOST AND sulm m lovely little piece of Clipston history that | thought I'd share on these pages.

It relates to the Revd Edward Bates, appointed headmaster of Clipston
School in 1844 - he apparently went on to become master of the medical

F&DI:: w;&mrmgmrﬁm school at Clipston in 1856.

starvation. All Animals are kept seven days, to enable At around this time, Bates, who apparently lived with his father in
Kelmarsh, took in his sister who had become estranged from her husband.
She lived there for a time, finding her feet before moving to London. In
1860, Edward followed. The family had plans... Edward’s sister was none
other than Mary Tealby, the founder of “The Temporary Home for and
Starving Dogs” (which would become Battersea Dogs’ Home). Tealby's
building really was quite something for its time. Within years, it would play
home to as many as 12,500 dogs— some (but by no means all) re-homed
among London’s newly brimming bourgeois. There was nothing like it

in the world. Mary Tealby herself was something of a cultural enigma:

a powerful, committed, energetic female campaigner in the mould of
Emmeline Pankhurst or Francis Cobbe.

Charles Dickens, particularly, was a keen supporter and ally and even
Queen Victoria ended up re-homing a dog from the institution.
Perhaps Mary's brief presence in and around Clipston is well known in
the “I-remember-when-this-was-all-fields”
_ demographic (!) but | was certainly

7 pleasantly surprised and honoured to
. find out that we share, perhaps

only fleetingly, a home patch

with such illustrious

=7 company.
J | ] If anyone knows
anything about
Mary’s time here, I'd

love to hear from you.
You can email me on

jules@juleshoward.co.uk

r
sy Ty
W

Westnorthamptonshire Council

The elections for our new unitary council took place on the 6th May and Cecile Irving-Swift (Conservative), Kevin Parker (Conservative)
and Jonathan Harris (Lib Dem) are our local councillors. They have been discussing the NDP and new conservation area with MP

Chris Heaton-Harris, the objective of both to protect the beauty of the village and to control its growth. If you need further information,
you can access Westnorthamptonshire council website (www.westnorthants.gov.uk) and type ‘Conservation Area Daventry’ or
‘Neighbourhood Plan Clipston’. Cecile lives in Arthingworth and can be contacted on Cecile.Irving-swift @westnorthants.gov.uk.
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Our Founding Fathers!!

From all the editorial team, we would like to say a huge thank you to Jim
Tyson, Stephen Woodgate and Roger Wallett who founded the current
version of our village newsletter — the Clipston Courier. Without their
enthusiasm and hard work the Courier would never have existed and we
have benefitted hugely from their knowledge and experience to make the
Courier what it is today. Understandably, all three are ready to pass over
the reins now but not before they ensured we all knew exactly what we
were doing to keep our wonderful newsletter alive.

So, a huge, huge thank you from us all and we wish you all well with
your future endeavours — because knowing you, you will get involved in
something else new and wonderful to keep you busy and out of mischief!

-

Clipston Conservation Area

On 18th March 2021 the then Daventry District Council approved what is
called the Clipston Conservation Area Appraisal Plan.

A copy of this is accessible on the West Northamptonshire Council
website and is also on the Parish Council website:
http://www.clipstonparishcouncil.org.uk/

The process for the area plan was conducted by Daventry District Council
and started with the open event/drop-in session held in the village hall on
one of those fondly remembered Covid free days of 3rd March 2020.

Sadly Covid subsequently intervened and the council’s second proposed
open event was forbidden: instead the advertised online virtual session
took place on the 16th November 2020.

The session was recorded and is on YouTube so, if your constitution is
strong enough, you can see some of the villagers on show. Thank you for
those villagers who contributed to the district council’s procedures.

Clipston Parish Council
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Following on from the Courier’s last edition update of
the NDP, the West Northamptonshire Council (previously
called Daventry District Council) has now received
comments from the general public and statutory
consultees on its latest form and related documents
previously uploaded onto the West Northamptonshire
Council's website.

These latest comments have also been uploaded on to

the council website. There are 12 sets of comments which,
we are advised, is slightly fewer than the average number
the council would expect. As stated in the last Courier, an
independent examiner (agreed between the Parish Council
and the West Northamptonshire Council) will now be
appointed and upon final approval, it will be put to Clipston
parish residents for the yes/no referendum.

NDP Advisory Committee

News From Clipston

School Governors

The Board of Governors at Clipston School is delighted
that, following extensive negotiations, the school has
been earmarked for a substantial investment from
West Northamptonshire Council. This finance, by way
of a grant, is being managed by the council.

Our beautiful and historic Grade Il listed building

will have various works undertaken over the

summer holiday, mainly to refurbish the fabric of

the stonework. Phase 1 of the works to the inside of
the building, under the roof, took place over Easter.
Phase 2 begins in July — look out for the entire original
building being enveloped in scaffolding! We are
delighted that this grant will help preserve the school
building for many years to come.

Helen Bellamy — Chair of Governors.
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Recommended Books For Summer

With restrictions gradually lifting hopefully many of you will be planning to get away for a holiday this year. The Courier team thought
we would share some of our favourite holiday reads to give you some ideas of books you could take along. There is a real mixed bag
and we hope there might be something for everyone!

Hannah Eveleigh
Hannah Eveleigh - Stephen Woodgate - Katy Dynes -
‘Charlotte Gray’ Griffitl ‘The Night Hawks’ ‘Piranesi’
by Sebastian Faulks Il “ Hns by Elly Griffiths by Susanna Clarke
The last of Faulks's \ | Lﬂ 11 A new novel featuring A compe.IIing and
French trilogy. [ 1 - 'l‘:.' I\ forensic archaeologist extraordinary
It is the most - LoV Dr. Ruth Galloway fantasy novel

containing an
amazing story
within a story.

inward-looking of
the three books,
dealing with themes
of memory and loss.

solving another
mystery. Great story
lines leaving you
wanting more.

| A 7 Julia Blake - = :____ === LizClarke -
: ‘Shuggie Bain’ T 4 ‘Common Ground'
by Douglas Stuart - - ﬂ by Rob Cohen

o COMMON GROUND ) )
An insightful portrayal _© ROB COWEN A beautifully written

of family, poverty, account of the simple
alcoholism and magic of nature which
growing up in the the author discovers
Glasgow slums of the on a nearby piece of
early 1980's. wasteland.

Natasha Willkinson - Liz Davies - Jim Mcinulty -
‘The Office of 'The Giver of Stars’ ‘The Summer Isles’
Historical Corrections’ by Jojo Moyes by Philip Marsden

by Danielle Evans Sailing solo from

Cornwall to an
archipelago off the
Northwest coast of
Scotland via the Irish

Set in 1930s Kentucky,
this is the story of

a group of women
who deliver library
books on horseback
to people who Atlantic coast, with
live off the beaten tales of imaginary
track amongst the islands and the
mountains. Celtic otherworld.

A wonderfully rich
and at times amusing
<t range of stories that
DAMIELLE capture the complexity
" EMANS  of race relations, grief,
' belonging and love.

CI i ston WI We are very much hoping to run a trip to the World Heritage site of
p Cromford Mills, Derbyshire in September — this would be open to
anyone who would like to come along — so please let me know if
you are interested. It looks like we won‘t be meeting in the village
hall until hopefully July when we are hosting a “Feeling Good,
Looking Great” event discovering what clothes styles and colours
suit you best. Just in time for being released from full lockdown and
getting out of those trackie bottoms! As always, if lockdown has

Although we still haven’t been able to meet in the village
hall our recent recruitment initiative has paid dividends with
membership now up to 29 ladies. We have been zooming
away with a most enthusiastic talk from our resident
ballroom dancer, Roz Strachan. She related how she
achieved first place in the Silver Rumba at the 2019 Grand :
Final at the famous Blackpool Ballroom through sheer hard e_ncouraged you.to engage more with your

work and determination. Other activities have included a w!lage cgmmunlty, then give us a_try and you

walk round Sywell Reservoir, and over the fields at Great will receive a warm welcome. Enjoy thf S

Oxenden on a recently very windy afternoon. freedoms apd as n:y uncle used to say, "take [ e

As an Easter treat we delivered cake to a few elderly it, but take it easy”!
residents and those living alone. Rose Anderson, President
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Clipston Primary School

School has been so busy since we fully re-opened to all pupils in
March. We can safely say that we very much hope not to have
another lockdown and that schools are much lovelier places
when they are filled with children buzzing with excitement

and engaged in their learning! Our online Easter celebration
involving all the children was joyous and uplifting, and very well
received by so many people in the village. We were delighted
to contribute to the Clipston Village Covid Quilt and are looking
forward to seeing the completed artwork when we are next in
church. After-school sports clubs are back up and running and
the children have had lots of opportunities to take part in physical
activity this term with the Daily Mile, boccia, orienteering and

CLIPSTON COURIER | June 2021 | Edition No.26

Super Mover activities — all so important for physical and mental
health. The children in every class have been thrilled to get back
into the swing of face-to-face learning. Woodpecker Class has
been studying electrical circuits and measuring voltage and
Kingfishers have been learning about the human body and even
having a go at making muscles and a digestive system! Robin Class
has been outside in the sunshine finding out about Signs of Spring
and the children in Owl Class enjoyed a walk around the village
and made kites with firey tails in preparation for Pentecost.

In other exciting news, we congratulated Mr and Mrs Butcher on
the arrival of their daughter Rosie May, earlier this term!

The school is open for all children aged 4 to 11 years old from
7.30am (Breakfast Club). Further information about the school is
available on our website: www.clipstonprimaryschool.org and our
Twitter page @ClipstonSchool.

Emma Mercer - Head Teacher

Visit Clipston village website at www.clipston.org




CLIPSTON BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Advertise your business
here for just £15 a year!

ACCOUNTANTS

Contra Accounting Ltd

Accountancy and Taxation Services
www.contra-accounting.co.uk

Chris Partridge 01858 414210 / 07912 058 431
chris@contra-accounting.co.uk

Grange Accounting

Alun Davies Chartered Accountant
tel: 01858 437 430
www.grangeaccounting.co.uk

ARCHITECTS/PLANNING
JWA Architects
apm@jwa-architects.co.uk
Andy Morris 01858 525 343

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

JS Fine Art Free Valuations

by George Archdale on all collectables
Pictures, China, Silver, Books, Furniture,
Jewellery, Medals, Sporting etc. Julie Connell
01858 525336. j.connell118@btinternet.com

BED & BREAKFAST

Naseby Old Post House - B&B, Holiday Let
Leah & Nigel Gardner

01604 740 985 / 07850 624 128
oldposthouse56@btinternet.com
www.theoldposthousenaseby.co.uk

BEAUTICIAN

Lorna Chapman

Mobile beauty and Nail Technician

Gel manicures/pedicures, eyebrow/eyelash
treatments, facials and skincare solutions.
Clipston and local area. 07725 819 965

CABINETMAKER

Jamie McAllister Cabinetmaker
Handmade furniture and kitchens,
Antique restoration. 07970 584787
Facebook@jamie Mcallister
handmade furniture and kitchens

CAMPING

Buttercup Meadow Caravan and
Motorhome site.

Jane Austin 07905 016 316

Open from April until October.
Adults only, off grid.
www.Buttercup-meadows.co.uk
Sjaneaustin@outlook.com

CHILDMINDER

Catherine Poynton Childminder

The Old Police House, Clipston
Providing childcare for little people of all
ages. OFSTED registered;

tel: 07788 298 015

COPYWRITING

Freelance Copywriter

Writing services including websites,
brochures, newsletters, email marketing etc.
Liz Davies 07525 640 477
www.elizabethdaviescopywriter.co.uk
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DIGITAL SCANNING SERVICES
SCAN AND SHARE your old/new
photos, negatives, slides, docs etc.
with a local trustworthy service

Call to discuss 07801 388 007
jim.tyson101 @outlook.com

DOG & PET SERVICES
Nik Nack’s - Dog Grooming
niknacksdogs@hotmail.com
Nikita McCauley

07544 107 817

The Dog House - Beth Wakefield

Dog walking, in-home boarding, puppy visits,
cat & small animal feeding

01858 525 556 / 07710 988 218
bethwakefield41l@gmail.com

The Paddocks Doggy Daycare

Husbands Bosworth. Indoor and outdoor
facility. Full days, part days and ad hoc places
T: 07715 682377 Find us on Facebook
thepaddocksddc@yahoo.com

EGG DELIVERY

Clipston Egg Company

Free range eggs delivered or collection
Mrs A. Essen 07709 411 262

ENVIRONMENTAL ENERGY
Environmental Energies

Installers of Solar PV for Domestic,
Agricultural and Commercial Properties
Zara Glew 01858 525 407
www.environmentalenergies.co.uk

EXERCISE CLASSES

Social Fitnessing with Danni

Fitness Classes and 1:1 Coaching
danni@movementsbodymindyou.co.uk
www.movementsbodymindyou.co.uk
07568 069 508

GREENGROCER

Earth’s produce

Church St., Market Harborough
Fresh fruit & veg. Local honey & eggs
Local deliveries

Archie Lascelles 07967 218 182

FURNITURE & INTERIORS

Very Vintage Furniture
www.veryvintage.co
https://www.facebook.com/veryvintageco/
Currently, items viewed by appointment
Contact Carolyne 07973 295 168

GARDENING

Great Little Garden Company

Clipston garden maintenance

Contact Dan Martin Tel. 07920 853 933
hello@greatlittlegardencompany.com

HANDYMAN

Stefan the Handyman

Quality woodwork, tiling, decorating,
repairs and more. 01858 881 775
stefanthehandyman@outlook.com
Facebook: @StefantheHandyman

HOME, GARDEN & GIFTS

Wren & Moss Home and garden accessories,
gifts, plants and seasonal decorations. Free
local delivery. Home parties
sarah@wrenandmoss.co.uk
www.wrenandmoss.co.uk 07768 415 968

JEWELLERY

TJ Thornton - 01858 468 858
Repairs, Design, Antique & Modern.
www.tjthornton.com
tim@tjthornton.com

Find us on Instagram

MUSIC LESSONS

Julie Connell

Piano, Flute, Recorder and Theory of Music
Lessons. Beginners to Grade 8. Seldom too
young and never too old to start learning!
01858 525 336 j.connell118@btinternet.com

PLUMBERS

C.K. & O. Spokes

Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Gas Safe Registered and OFTEC
07773 288 686

QUALITY USED CARS

Bob Millington Ltd

Quality Used Cars & Personal Service
www.bobmillington.co.uk
r.j.millington@btinternet.com
01858 525138 / 07860 323 194

THERAPY SERVICES

Nila Lakhani

Experienced Harley Street consultant
Paediatric and Adult Physiotherapy

0774 789 6740
nilalakhani@childrentherapyservices.co.uk

Tania Richards

Specialist Speech and Language Therapist
www.figureofspeechandlanguage.co.uk
Tel. 07759 327 039
taniaslt@yahoo.co.uk

TRAVEL ADVISORS

Travel Counsellors - 01858 897 510

Ski, Sun, Faraway, Cruises, Flights, UK Short
Breaks, Weddings & Honeymoons.
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/abi.prescott
abi.prescott@travelcounsellors.com

TREE SURGERY

James Stevenson - 07541 253 869

Operating since 2003. Fully qualified & insured
All aspects of tree care. Free quotations
Facebook: jamesstevensontreesurgery
jamesryanstevenson@hotmail.com

TUTORING

Rachel Smith English Tutoring in Clipston
Literature/language tutoring from 7 - 13;
10 years experience. 07749 471 739
Rachel.k.smith@hotmail.com

Visit Clipston village website at www.clipston.org




Clipston Groups & Organisations

Bell Ringers

We usually ring the bells before a service

at 10.30am on a Sunday (normally at
Clipston, but other churches in the benefice
too). We warmly welcome new members
and anyone who would like to watch.

Lydie Melvin 07866 622063

Bulls Head Skittles Team

We play home and away matches on Fridays
from October to March and Wednesdays from
April to September. New members welcome.
Robert Burnham 01858 525628

Clipston Amateur Dramatic
Society (CADS)

Regular play-reading sessions and
performances, new members always
welcome for both acting and supporting
roles. Meetings are ‘as and when' so
contact us if you fancy joining!

Val Carpenter 01858 525120

Clipston Homeworkers’ Lunch
We are a group of people who all work

from home and we meet at the pub on

the last Friday of the month for a social
lunch. To join the WhatsApp group

contact Sam samandamit@yahoo.com

Clipston WI

Enjoy interesting talks and demonstrations. We
meet every second Tuesday in the month in the
village hall at 7.30pm. New members welcome.
Rose Anderson 01858 525481

Dog Training

Monday mornings at 9.15am at Clipston
Playing Field. Very informal, free, please
bring your own treats and poo bags!
Rachel Wilford 07788 475129

Flower Club

We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at the Village Hall at 7.30pm for
demonstrations, workshops, speakers
and more. Linda Warren 01858 525463

Football Club—Sunday

Welland Valley Panthers playing at
Clipston Recreation Field Sundays at
10.30am. Minimum age 16 years.
Adam 07870 235 966

Friendship Club

Meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month in the village hall at 2.30pm
unless otherwise stated. Following the
speakers, we enjoy afternoon tea and a
raffle to enhance club funds.

Guests welcome, fee £2.

Jill Pick 01858 525746
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Kelmarsh Windfarm
Community Benefit

A charity that allocates funds from the wind

farm to charitable projects. Applications
for grants can be from village groups or
individuals. Please contact Andy Blake or
lan May for more information.
andyblake4@hotmail.com
ianmay231@hotmail.co.uk

Parents & Tots Group

Friendly group for parents and carers
with newborns to 4-year-olds. We meet
Tuesdays in term time in the village hall
9.15-11.15am. £2 for one child, £2.50 for
more than one child. Includes
refreshments.

Chloe Wright 07977 529 859

Shooting Club

We meet on the last Sunday morning of
every month (approx. 9.30am-12) on
different landowners' sites, and
afterwards usually go to The Bulls Head!
All abilities welcome (inc. beginners).
Daryl Robinson 07919 252 964

Sunday Club

Kids Sunday school club, held in the
Orbell Room at the church during the
service on the second Sunday of the
month. All ages welcome. Children learn
about Christian values through
storytelling and craft activities.

Faye Tan 01858 525275

Tennis Club

We meet on Tuesday evenings at 5ish at
the tennis courts from the end of March
to October (weather dependent!).

The group is very social and all levels are
very welcome.

Martin Clarke 01858 525558

United Benefice Choir

We get together and practise to perform
at local church services and special
church events. New members welcome.
We meet on alternate Thursdays at 6pm.
Julie Connell 01858 525336

Whist Drive

A group of us meets on alternate
Thursdays from September to May, 2pm
at the village hall. Come and join us.
Grace Burnham 01858 525327

Clipston to Harborough return

on Tuesdays and Fridays only

Departs Clipston 10.10 >10.35
Departs Harborough 12.50 >13.17

Church & Chapel Services

All Saints Church

Services on Sundays, times vary.
Please see www.nasebygroup.org
The Sunday Club for children is every
second Sunday in the month (see
information in Groups section)

Baptist Chapel

Sundays at 10.45am. All welcome.

Useful Contacts

All Saints Church

Trevor Lake 01858 525422

Baptist Chapel

Rob Thompsett 01858 466370

Bus Service (Centrebus)
www.centrebus/info

Clipston School (office)

Helen Rhodes 01858 525261
Clipston School Governors (Chair)
Helen Bellamy 01858 525261
Clipston Village Hall & Hire

Grace Burnham 01858 525327
Flood Warden

Ann Essen 07709 411 262
Footpath Warden

Julia Blake 01858 525760

Orbell Room at the church

Val Carpenter 01858 525120

Parish Council (Clerk)

Felicity Ryan 01604 740429

Meets on the 1st Wednesday of the
month at village hall at 7.30pm.
clerk@clipstonparishcouncil.org
www.clipstonparishcouncil.org.uk
Police non-emergency contact number
101

Recreation Field Trust & Pavilion Hire
Andy Blake 07768 554 395
Stepping Stones Pre-School

Sam Frape 01858 525113

Tree Warden

Mick Higgins 01858 525302

Almshouse Charity

Peter Goodchild 01858 525532
British Legion

Rupert Ellenborough 01858 525380
Clipston Consolidated Charities
Colin Morley 01858 525337
Clipston School Charity

Peter Goodchild 01858 525532
Kelmarsh Wind Farm
Community Benefit
clipston@kwcb.co.uk
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